Proposed changes to the
FSL Program

In the Upper Grand District School Board




Where to find the Report of the French
Review Committee

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/frenchreview/




» History of French Immersion
»\\/hy are we examining FSL in the UGDSB

»Recommendations from Report of French
Review Committee 2015

®» Questions & Discussion




History of French Immersion

It started in the Wellington County Board of
Education in 1974.

First classes were offered at what is now
King Edward Condominiums on Suffolk
Street in Guelph.

There were also sites in North Wellington,
Centre Wellington and Erin.
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Reasons for the Review

How to manage the growth in French Immersion, hire French
teachers, and make efficient use of space.

Exploding JK F.l registration at Edward Johnson flagged this as
urgent for September 2015.

There was no more room for portables on the site.

Edward Johnson Attendance Area was divided and part was
assigned to Tytler P.S. holding for the new Couling Crescent School
which is currently being built.



= F |. JK Enrolment continues to grow.

» Pressure points in Guelph and Orangeville but other areas
of the UGDSB are trying to develop their F.l. Program.

=» Newly established Rockwood F.I. Program in September
2015.

= Shelburne would like to start an F.l. Program in Dufferin.




The Main Recommendations

®» Some recommendations to do with hiring and Human Resources have already
been approved by the Board.

» JK be the only entry point for F.I. students

» JK enrolment cap be applied through a random selection process

®» Cap to vary depending on the school and location

®» Reduction in French Immersion Instructional time
» JK-2 at present 100% to go to 84%

3-4 at present 80% to go to 68%

Gr 5 at present 75% to go to 68%

Gr 6 at present 70% to go to 50%

Gr 7-8 stays the same at 50%




Other points to consider

» There will be regular monitoring of F.l. enroliment.

®» French immersion retention rate be monitored and reported in the
Identified Schools Report.

= The enrolment cap be reviewed no later than December 31, 2019 and
every 5 years henceforth unless there are other indicators that it needs to
be reviewed sooner.

» UGDSB will explore the concept of starting Core French in Grade 1 to see if
this will be effective in reducing F.I. enrolment.




Where do we go from here?

®» 4 community meetings have been arranged in various parts of the
Board

» North Wellington Thursday, March 3@ at Wellington Heights 7
p.m.

» Centre Wellington Wednesday, February 24, at Centre
Wellington DHS 7 p.m.

» Dufferin Thursday, March 10t at Westside DHS 7 p.m.
= Guelph Wednesday, March 30t at Centennial 7 p.m.

» Decision will be made in May 2016 for implementation in
September 2017.

®» Please contact your local Trustee with your thoughts. If you don’t
speak up, it will assumed you are in favour of these changes.



Questions we would like to ask you:

®» Do you have French First Language rights
» \\Vhat is your vision for the future of French Immersion

» \What are your thoughts on an accessible French
Immersion program

» \\Vhat are your thoughts on the reduced number of
minutes of instruction

» Historically the Board has managed growth in the French
Immersion program with Boundary and
Accommodation Reviews; would you rather have CAPS
applied or be required to move schools periodically?

®» Discussion?



Where to find the Report of the French
Review Committee

http.//www.ugdsb.on.ca/frenchreview/

Thanks for coming!




